EPPING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report 

of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


including  the  Report  of  the 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1951. 


SPPING-  EURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Memhers  of 
The  Epping  Rural  District  Council, 


ME.  CHAIRiViiiN,  LADIES  MID  GENTLElViODM, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1931?  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Epping  Rural  District. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  17»2  per  1,000  population  (the  figure 
for  1950  vvas  17.1),  and  the  Death  Rate  v/as  11,9  per  1,000  population 
(the  figure  for  1950  being  11.5).  With  356  births  and  245  deaths 
there  was  a natural  population  increase  of  111,  but  the  Registrar 
General  estimated  the  population  at  20,650,  an  increase  of  1,490  on 
the  1950  estimate.  This  difference  in  the  natural  increase  and  the 
Registrar  Greneral's  estimate  is  due,  as  was  indicated  in  last  year's 
Report,  to  the  continuing  development  of  Harlow  Novv  Town, 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  i.e,  the  Death  Ra-te  of  infants 
under  1 year,  was  22,5  per  1,000  live  births  which  is  below  the 
figure  for  England  and  ./ales  of  29.6  per  1,000  live  births. 


Infectious  Diseases, 

During  the  year  sixteen  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified,  but  of  those,  five  were  patients  already  suffering  from 
the  disease  at  the  time  of  taking  up  residence  in  the  District, 

In  connection  with  the  National  Anti-Tuberculosis 
Campaign  a Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  North  East  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  Harlow  in  September,  1951.  A total 
of  727  persons  (359  men  and  368  women)  volunteered  for  X-ray 
examination  on  miniature  films,  and  of  these  36  vi/ero  recalled  for 
further  examination  on  large  films.  No  case  of  active  tuberculosis 
was  discovered,  but  10  persons  shov/ed  signs  of  previous  infection 
with  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  one  person  shov/ed  signs  of 
bronchiectasis. 


One  case  of  diphtheria  again  occurred  in  1951,  and  it  -will 
be  recalled  that  one  case  also  occurred  in  1950  vi/hich  made  a break 
in  a five  year  record  of  freedom  from  this  disease.  This  is  an 
appropriate  reminder  that  diphtheria  infection  is  still  a risk  to  be 
reckoned  with,  and  it  is  very  necessary  that  every  child  should  be 
given  protective  immunisation  against  this  serious  disease. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  considers  it  essential  that  not  loss 
than  75  por  cent  of  babies  should  be  inmunisod  by  the  time  they  roach 
one  year  old.  In  the  kural  District  during  1951  approximately 
of  babies  of  about  one  year  old  had  received  immunisation.  This 
reveals  a most  alarming  complacency  on  the  part  of  parents,  and  calls 
for  considerable  improvement  in  the  future  if  wo  are  to  avoid 
diphtheria  again  becoming  a prevalent  disease. 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  1951»  The  patient  was 
a boy  aged  13  years.  The  case  was  very  mild  and  of  the  non-paralytic 
type. 


Food  poisoning. 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  1951«  Both  cases 
occurred  quite  independently,  and  although  the  usuaD  investigations 
were  carried  out,  no  definite  source  of  the  infecting  organism  was 
discovered. 


National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 

Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority, 
No  difficulties  have  been  experienced,  and,  during  1951  these 
Part  III  services  have  continued  as  in  previous  years. 


In  conclusion  I again  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my 
appreciation  of  the  help  and  co-operation  afforded  mo  by  the  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  to  Dr,  P, G,  Brown,  Area 
Medical  Officer  (Forest  Health  Area),  for  some  of  the  statistics 
included  in  this  Report,  and  finally  also  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  help  and  support  during  1951* 


I have  the  honour  to  bo, 

Mr.  Chaiman,  Ladies  6b  Crentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.L.  PATTON,  M.B.  ,Ch.B.  ,D.P,H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EPPING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


PUBLIC  HELiLTH  COMffTTES,  1951. 

Chairman:  Counc,  C,H,  Bradshavi/,  J. P.  until  Juno  1951. 
Counc,  Mrs.  H,  Howard  from  Juno  1951. 

Vico  Chairman;  Counc,  Mrs,  H.  Howard  until  Juno  1951. 

Counc,  A.E.  Josoph,  M.A,  , from  Juno  1951. 


J/iEIvJBERS ; 


Councillor  hixs,  A.R,  Duck 

” Mrs,  C,  0.  Sainshury 

” A,  Barratt  C.C. 

(until  Deo.  1951) 
” A.E.  Brown 

" P.A.  Coates 

(from  June  1951) 


Councillor 

It 

ti 

tt 

It 


L.  P.  Davis 
J.  Padfiold 
R,  Padfiold 
J.W,  Stovons 
E.D.  Swift 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

DR.  J.L.  PATTON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  , D.P.H. 

Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

MRS.  I.M.  STOCK. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector; 
m,  H.J.  HEELEY,  M.S.I.A.  ,M.R.San.I.  ,M.R.I.P.H.H. 
Certificate  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Board 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  (Meat  and  other  Foods)  Certificate 
Diploma  in  Practical  Sanitary  Science,  London, 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector; 

MR.  G.H.  GREEN,  M.S.I.A. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Examination  Board, 

Clerks ; 

MSS  A.E, A.  ROrmVEUi  - Chief  Clerk, 

MSS  S.  SHAW  (until  30th  July,  1951) 
xMSS  M.  STUDHOIi®  (from  30th  July,  1951) o 
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STATISTICS  AIID  SOCIAL  COIIDITIONS  OB’  TBIS  AREA. 


Aroo.  ^ i-H-  EicrGs  •••  •••  o**  •••  ••• 

Ro'pQl^.'t  Lon.  ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  

Rateable  Value  at  March  31st,  1951  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  for  the  financial  year 

ending  March  31st,  1-951  

The  rate  in  the  pound  of  the  general  rate  was;- 

in  respect  of  the  financial  year  1950/51 

II  II  11  I.  ti  .1  1951/52 


34,856, 

...  20,650. 

...  6,626, 

...  £116,076. 

...  £iW-8.12.6. 

...  19s, 4d, 

...  21s, 2d, 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS; 

Legit imate 
Illegitimate 


• • • 
• • • 


Male,  B’emale.  Total, 


187 

4 


158 

7 

Total: 


345 

11 

356 


Birth  rate  per  1,G00  of  the  population; 

Male, 


STILL  BIRTHS; 

Legitimate  ,,, 
Illegitimate  ... 


• • • 

• • • 


• • • 


o • • 

0 • • 


Rato  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births; 

ivlale , 


Total. 

6 

0 


17.2 

Female, 

3 

0 

Total;  6 

16, 6 

Female.  Total, 


DEiiTHS; 


Death  rate  per  1,000  population  . 


126  119  245 

(Registrar  General’s  Figures) 
: 11.9 

Ma].eo  Female.  Total, 


DEATHS  OF  INF.iNTS  UNDER  1 YEAR; 
Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate  ... 


#00 
0 • • 


c 0 0 
0 0 0 


0 0 0 

0 0 0 


4 

0 


4 

0 

Total: 


8 

0 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  (per 

1,000  live  births)  ...  : 22,5 
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J/Iale,  Pemalo,  Total, 

DEATHS  OP  INP.iiHTS  UMDEE  4 ilEEKS: 

Lo^Lt  mriatG  ,*0  •••  •••  3 ^ 3 

Illegitimate ...  0 0 0 


Total;  5 


l&iTEENAL  DEilTIlS; 

Puerperal  and  Post -abort ion  sepsis  ,,,  0 

Other  maternal  causes  __0_ 

Total:  0 


CAUSES  OP  DEilTH  AS  GIM  BY  THE  REGISTRitR 
GENEML  PQR  THE  YEiiR  1951. 


Male,  Pemale,  Total. 


••o 

• • • 

4 

3 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

0 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

0 • • 

0 

1 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Disease  ,,, 

fl  • « 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer  (all  forms)  

• • • 

24 

20 

44 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

• « • 

11 

18 

29 

Heart  Disease  (all  forms)  

• • • 

32 

42 

74 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System 

• « • 

6 

5 

11 

Bron.ctii.*fc X.S  •••  •••  ••• 

8 

5 

13 

Pneumonia  ...  

• « • 

6 

4 

10 

Other  Diseases  jf  Respiratory  vSystcm 

• • • 

0 

1 

1 

Digestive  Diseases  ...  ... 

• 0 0 

4 

0 

4 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and.  Diarrhoea 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

NGphx'i.'fc  Ls  ;•••  «*•  •••  ••• 

• • • 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital  malformations  and  Birth  Trauma  . 

2 

1 

3 

X)i.3.'bG'tGS  •••  •••  •••  •••  •o* 

e • c 

0 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  the  Prostate 

• • • 

2 

0 

2 

Koad  Traffic  Accodents  ...  ... 

• e • 

4 

0 

4 

S U.  i.  C }.  cXG  •••  •••  ao* 

• • • 

2 

0 

2 

All  Other  Accidents  

• • • 

3 

2 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

• • • 

l6 

12 

28 

Totals 

‘ 

126 

119 

245 

5 


Table  of  coivjr.iMTivE  birth  iu'©  d'©hti  mtes 
IN  THE  YEi©  1931» 


(Provisional  figuros  based  on  weekly  and  quarterly 
returns) 


Ratos  per  1,000  population. 

Eng-  126  Co,  148  Sialli;  London  Epping 
land  Boroughs  towns  Ada,  Rural 

& & Groat  Res, pop.  County  District, 

Wales.  Towns  inc,  25,000  - 
London,  50,000  at 

1931  Census  


BIRTHS; 


Live  Blirths  . . , 

15.5 

11.3 

16.7 

17.8 

17.2 

Still  Births 

0,36 

0.45 

0,38 

0.37 

0,30 

DEilTHS: 

All  causes  , , , 

12.5 

13o4 

12.5 

13.1 

11.9 

NOTIFICATION 

OP  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  DURING 

THE  PAST  Flldl 

YEi'lRS 

• 

'■ 

1947. 

194s. 

1949. 

1950, 

1951 

Scarlet  Fever  , , . . 

13 

20 

13 

20 

18 

Diphtheria  

0 • • 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

• e • 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Ery s ipe  las  , . . , , , 

• • • 

3 

4 

1 

0 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  , , . 

0 * • 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

MO'CisXos  •••  ••• 

• 0 0 

95 

200 

276 

36 

508 

Whooping  Cough  

• • « 

24 

139 

48 

199 

61 

Cerebro- spinal  Meningitis 

• • • 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Dysentery  ,,, 

• • 0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Inf e ct ive  Hepat it  is  ... 

• • • 

2 

0 

11 

5 

0 

Pneuraonia  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

6 

7 

5 

3 

17 

Poliomyelitis  - paralytic 

...  ) 

0 

2 

19 

0 

0 

- non-paralytic  ) 

0 

1 

Pood  poisoning  

• • • 

1 

5 

2 
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PREVAI^NCE  OP  INPECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Whooping  Cough  

JVIsnsIcs 

Scarlet  Fever  

Cerebro- spinal  Fever  ... 

Erysipelas  

Paratyphoid  Fever  , , , 
Poliomyelitis  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Infective  Hepatitis  ... 

Food  Poisoning  

Dysentery  

Pneumonia  

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 
Diphtheria  


Cases  Notified, 
1930»  1931. 


« • 

• • 

o • 

• D 

0 • 

0 O 

• • 

9 • 

• 9 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 • 


199 

36 

20 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 


3 

2 


3 

11 

1 


61 

308 

18 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

17 

12 

1 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  DISTRICT , 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

A Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  operates  at  St,  Margaret's 
Hospital,  Epplng,  Water  and  ice-cream  samples  are  examined  at  the 
Counties  Public  Health  Laboratory,  66,  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
London,  S. W, 1.  Milk  samples  are  examined  at  the  Institute  of 
Agriculture,  brittle. 

Ho  spit  als. 

The  district  is  served  by  various  Hospitals  under  the 
Epplng  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Child  Vifelfare. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  is  the  Essex  County  Council, 
Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  times  and  places 

EPPING;  The  Combined  Treatment  Centre,  13,  Regent 

Road,  Epping,  provides  the  following 
services 

An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at 
2,30  p.m,  on  each  Monday  afternoon. 
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A Women's  Wolfaro  Clinic  is  held  at  2 p.m, 
on  the  second  Friday  in  the  month  by 
appointment,  where  advice  is  given  about 
Family  Planning,  Attendances  at  this 
clinic  in  1951  totalled  75. 

A Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  on 
Thursday  afternoons  at  2 p.m.  Attendances 
of  children  under  5 years  of  age  totalled 
1,727  in  1951.  Diphtheria  immunisation  is 
carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre' 
every  Thursday  afternoon  at  2 p.m. 

School  children’s  minor  ailments  every 
Thursday  afternoon  at  1^45  p. m.  where  a 
Doctor  is  in  regular  attendance.  Appoint- 
ments are  arranged  for  Eye,  Orthoptic, 
Orthopaedic  and  Speech  Therapy  Clinics, 

HiiELOvV:  The  Women’s  Institute  Club  Roora;- 

I\n  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  2,30  pm, 
on  the  2nd  Friday  in  the  month, 

A Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  on  the 
1st  Wednesday  in  the'  month  at  2 p,ra. 
Diphtheria  Iimviunisation  is  carried  out  at 
this  centre, 

HziLRLOW  Haygarth  House  Health  Centre 

NEW  TOM; 

An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  on  the  3rd 
V/ednesday  at  2 p.m,  , a Minor  Ailments 
Clinic  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Fridays  at  9.50  am. 
and  a Child  Welfare  Centre  on  the  2nd  and 
4th  Wednesdays  at  2 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centres; 


KLiRLOW  C0.4MQN; 

The  Red  Lion  P.H. 

1st  Monday  in  the 

Potter  Street. 

month  at  2 p.m. 

mTCHINC  TYS; 

The  Women’s 

3rd  Friday  in  the 

Institute  Hall 

month  at  R p.m. 

SHEERING; 

The  Village  Hall 

1st  Friday  in  the 
month  at  2 p,ra. 
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Child  t/olfare  Co^itres  (contd) : 


THI^yDON  BOIS; 

The  Village  Hall, 
bought on  Lane 

1st,  and  5th 

Pr idays  in  the 
month  at  2,30  p.m. 

NETTESiVELL: 

The  Women's  Institute 
Hall, 

4th  Thursday  in 
the  month  at 

2.30  p.m. 

IViAGDALEN  LAVER; 

The  Village  Hall 
(w'eighing  Centre) 

2nd  Tuesday  in 
the  month  at  2 p,m. 

NORTH  WEiiLD: 

The  Queens  Rooms 

1st  Tuesday  in  the 
month  at  2,30  p.m. 

BiRNDON; 

The  parish  Hall 

4th  Tuosd.ny  in  the 
month  at  2,30  p.m. 

ROID®; 

The  Community  Centro 

2nd  Thursday  in  the 
month  at  2,30  p.m. 

miZEINa: 

The  Cadet  Hut, 

St,  Leonards  Road. 

1st  arid  3^d  Tuesdays 
in  the  month  at  2 pm, 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  available  at  the  above  Child 
Welfare  Centres, 


Home  Visiting  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council’s 
Health  Visitors  in  the  area. 

School  Health  Service. 


The  Education  Authority  is  the  Essex  County  Council, 

Cohbol  Nurses  inspect  the  children  regularly  and  there  is  a medical 
inspection  at  each  school  at  least  once  a year, 

Tuberculos is , 

A Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  St,  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Spping, 
every  Tuesday  from  3 a. m,  to  1 p.m,  and  every  V/ednosday  and  Thursday 
afternoons  from  2 to  4 poUi,  All  cases  now  seen  by  appointment 
only. 


During  the  year  the  Care  itssociation  covering  Chig\TOll, 
Epping,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Ongar  districts  continued  to  do  useful 
v/ork.  The  Association  assists  cases  waiting  admission  to 
sanatorium  in  various  ways,  and  arre.nges  for  the  adraission  of  child 
contacts  to  a convalenscent  home.  It  concerns  itself  also  v/ith 
the  after  care  of  patients  by  assistance  in  obtaining  materials  for 
occupational  therapy  and  whenever  possible  suitable  employraent  for 
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those  fit  for  work.  The  Association  is  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions  and  receives  also  a grant  from  the  County  Council, 

The  Honorary  Secretary  is  Mr,  A,J,  Edwards,  37,  Vfoodland 
Road,  Loughton,  Essex, 

District  Nurses. 

District  Nurses  and  Midwives,  employed  by  the  Essex 
County  Council,  serve  the  area. 


-OOOOOOJOOOOOOOOO. 


REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  Si^TTiJ^Y  INSPECTOR. 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Epping  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  to  present  ray  annual  report  for  the  year  1951, 
being  the  twenty-sixth  report  I have  had  the  ploa.sure  of  submitting 
to  you. 

The  report  sets  out  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Department  during  the  year,  from  v/hich  you  will  observe  its  varied 
nature  which  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  amenities  of  life  in  this 
rural  area. 


The  work  of  the  Department  increases  rapidly  owing  to 
new  legislation  which  has  come  into  force  and  other  legislation 
which  supplements  that  already  existing  and  to  the  formation  of 
the  Harlow  New  Tovm  bringing  about  increases  in  population  and  of 
the  expansion  of  industry. 

I would  express  my  thanks  to  the  J/icmbers  of  the  Council 
for  the  help  and  consideration  given  me  during  the  year  and  to  my 
staff  for  their  ready  co-operation,  I am  indebted  too,  to  the 
Surveyor  and  the  Housing  Estates  Officer  of  the  Council  for  certain 
details  supplied  affecting  their  Departments  which  are  embodied  in 
this  report, 

I have  the  honour  to  bo,  Ivir,  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.J.  HEELEY,  M.S.I.A.  ,M.R.San.I.  ,M.R.I.P.H.H. , 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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H0USIM5- 

«saasHe£» 

(1)  Progress, 

The  erection  of  houses  by  the  Oouncll  during  the  year 
has  proceeded  steadily,  one  hundred  and  forty- two  houses  being 
erected  which  exceeded  that  erected  during  the  previous  year  by 
tw©nty«Rln@  hcusas.  There  were  twonty-four  houses  erected  by 
private  enterprise,  being,  three  less  than  in  the  course  of  the 
previous  year. 

During  the  year  there  were  also  five  hundred  and 
thirty^one  houses  erected  by  the  liarlow  Development  corporation, 
The  latter  houseii  hov/ever,  are  not  available  to  local  applicants. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  there  7;ere  five 
hundred  and  eleven  applicants  for  housing  accommodation  registered 
in  the  Counoil's  housing  Estates  Department,  this  being  throe 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  less  than  those  registered  at  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year,  This  considorable 
reduction  is  due,  partly,  to  the  housing  of  some  of  those 
applloants  registered  in  195Q#  but  is  largely  due  to  the  poliey 
Of  the  Gounoil  in  reviewing  the  applicants  registerGd,  The 
youncll  resolved  during  the  year  that  the  following  principles 
of  application  should  apply. 

(l)  applicants  must  have  resided  in  the  district  for 
a continuous  period  of  twelve  months  prior  to  registration;  or, 

(2)  If  nov/  living  out  of  the  district,  must  have  been  resident 
in  the  district  for  a total  period  of  not  loss  than  ten  years 
prior  to  leaving  and  (3)  persons  will  not  be  entitled  to  apply 
for  housing  accommodation  simply  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he 
or  she  works  in  the  district. 

As  pointed  out  in  my  report  to  you  covering  the  year 
1950  the  worst  housing  conditions  in  the  District  continue  to 
be  due  to  the  occupation  of  premises  structurally  defective  and 
in  a state  of  disrepair  with  a lack  of  facilities  which  in  many 
cases,  as  revealed  at  the  time  of  the  Survey  of  Rura,l  Houses 
throughout  the  district,  renders  them  unfit  for  huraaoi 
hab  it  at  ion. 


The  housing  accomn-iodat ion  required  by  the  loY;er 
income  groups,  owing  to  deterioration  of  the  cottages  in  which 
they  live  and  in  some  cases  the  occupants  inability  to  pay 
council  house  rents,  is  much  higher  than  hitherto  and  these  facts 
are  reflected  in  the  report  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory 
Committee, 
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Ttiore  is  a guide  in  determining  as  to  vi/hethor  premises  are 
fit  or  unfit  for  habitation  laid  down  in  tho  Housing  (Financial 
Provisions)  -j.ct,  1930  and  the  Rural  Housing  Manual  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  1938,  this  reads:-  that  fit  for  habitation 
implies  generally  that  a dwelling  shall  be  free  from  serious 
daii^pness,  satisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated,  prox^orly  cinainod 
and  provided  with  adequate  sanitary  conveniences  and  that  a sink 
and  suitable  arrangements  for  disposal  of  slop  water,  and  be  in 
good  general  repair  and  should  also  have  a satisfactory  water 
supply,  adequate  washing  accomioodat ion,  facilities  for  preparing 
and  cooking  food  and  a well  ventilated  store  for  food. 

It  is  therefore  necessaiy  to  kee-p  this  standard  in  mind 
when  dealing  with  property  and  in  cases  where  such  standards  aannot 
be  complied  with  at  a reasonable  expense  consideration  should  be 
given  by  the  Council  for  demolition. 

I v/ould  again  remind  the  Council  of  the  housing  survey 
of  the  district  which  took  pjlace  in  1948  - 1948  when  it  was  found 
that  there  were  two  hundred  and  eight  houses  unfit  for  habitation 
and  little  has  been  done  to  improve  or  demolish  these  properties. 
Since  the  survey,  however,  these  houses  have  been  kept  weatherproof 
by  service  - of  notices  as  required. 

There  is  no  gross  overcrowding  recorded,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  low  standards  of  the  Housing  Act,  1938,  existing 
in  this  District. 

The  control  of  rents  under  the  i^irovisions  of  the  Rent 
Restrictions  ^xct  continues  and  has  an  Important  bearing  on  the 
work  of  the  Department  in  carrying  out  its  duties,  both  under  the 
Housing  iicts  and  the  Public  Health  Act  to  bring  about  a better 
standard  of  environmental  hygiene.  The  low  ren’us  received  makes 
it  uneconomical  for  the  ov«iers  to  carry  out  repairs,  especially 
having  in  mind  the  high  cost  of  both  building  material  and  labour 
charges. 

(2)  H DUS ing  I Pspe cti ons . 

House-to-house  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  continues; 
the  number  inspected  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  time  available  for 
this  work. 


During  the  year  under  review  one  thousanl  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  housing  inspections  have  been  made  and  y/ork  of  repair 
and  adaptation  carried  out  where  necessary.  Every  endeavour  is 
made  to  deal  amicably  with  owners  in  getting  work  done  but  in 
fifty-six  cases  statutory  notices  were  served,  in  no  case  hov/evor  was 
it  necessary  to  -proceed  by  y/ay  of  summons  before  i%  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction, 
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(3)  liatmonts. 


The  occupation  of  hutments  which  v;ere  vacated  hy  the 
Services  at  the  end  of  the  war  continues.  The  number  in 
occupation  at  the  end  of  the  year  being:-  Thomwood  seventy- 
six,  Moor  Hall  four,  and  Nazeing  one,  being  a reduction  of  six 
hutments  since  the  end  of  1950* 

(4)  Do mo lit  ion. 

Proceedings  V(/ere  taken  under  section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  in  respect  of  six  cottages  during  the  year.  In  one 
case,  the  Council  made  a demolition  order  and  in  five  cases 
accepted  un,.ertakings  from  the  ovmers  that  the  premises  either 
would  be  put  in  a state  of  repair  or  would  not  be  occupied 
until  such  time  that  the  necessary  re-pairs  had  been  carried  out. 

»?hore  individual  demolition  orders  are  male,  although 
the  Council  is  not  legally  responsible  for  the  rchousinp:  of  the 
tenants,  they  have  accepted  the  moral  obligation  to  rehouse  the 
families.  In  tv\/o  cases,  however,  the  families  still  remain  in 
premises  in  respect  of  vi/hich  a demolition  order  has  been 
outstanding  for  some  time  and  I feel  that  every  endeavour  for 
the  highest  priority  should  bo  given  to  those  fomiilios  by  the 
Council  in  order  that  they  are  satisfactorily  rehoused  and. 
demolition  of  the  properties  is  proceeded  with, 

(5)  Housing  Act,  1949» 

During  the  year  four  applications  were  madie  for  grants 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  two  of  which  v/ere  approved  in 
principelo  and  tvi^o  were  refused,  botb  of  those  appDrovod  in 
principle  were  later  withdrawn  by  the  applicants. 

The  p)uz*pose  of  the  Act  is  to  poromote  the  improvement 
of  housing  accommodation  by  authorising  contributions  towards 
the  cost.  Grants  may  be  made  by  local  authorities  subject  to 
the  approval  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  of 
up  to  50  per  cent  of  the  cost.  The  rules  applicable  to  the 
making  of  improvement  grants  ai-e  as  follows;- 

(a)  an  application  is  made  to  the  local  authority 
and  approved  by  them  before  the  improvement  works  are  started; 

(b)  the  local  authority  are  satisfied  that  the 
dwellings  provided  or  improved  by  means  of  the  improvement  v?orks 
v\/ill  provide  satisfactory  housing  accominodation  for  a p)eriod  of 
not  less  than  30  years  after  the  completion  of  the  Ti/orks; 

(c)  all  such  dwellings  shall  conform  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Local  Authority; 
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(d)  the  applicant  ovi/ns  the  freehold  of  the  land,  or 
owns  the  leasehold  with  not  less  tho.n  30  .years  unc:q)ired  at  the 
date  of  the  application  (except  where  the  application  is  made  in 
respect  of  the  residence  house  of  a void  ecclesiastical  loenefice 
by  the  seq.aestrator  of  the  profits,  or  by  the  trustees  in  respect 
of  a building  held  upon  trust  for  use  as  an  almshouse  or  as  the 
residence  of  a minister  of  religion);  and 

(e)  the  estimated  expenses  of  executing  the  improvement 
works,  or,  vi/hore  more  than  one  dv;elling  is  being  provided  or 
improved,  the  proportion  of  those  expenses  attributable  to  each 
resulting  dwelling  is  neither  loss  than  £100  nor  (unless  the  local 
authority  consider  that  the  circumstances  of  a particular  case 
justify  it,  e.g,  , vi/here  the  buildings  of  architectural  or  historic 
interest  are  involved,  and  the  Minister  gives  his  consent)  more 
than  £600, 

No  improvement  grants  can  be,  made  for  assistance  to  be 
given  for  work  of  ordinary  repair  except  in  so  far  as  it  is 
incidental  to  improvement  v/orks,  nor  can  any  assistance  be  given 
for  the  pjrovision  of  dwellings  by  means  of  the  conversion  as 
distinct  from  the  improvement  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 
assistance  has  previously  been  given  under  the  Act  or  undtor  the 
Housing  (-rtural  i^'orkers)  Acts,  1926  - 1942, 

(6)  Caravan  Dwellings. 

There  is  a tendency  to  occupy  caravans  for  permanent 
housing  purposes  in  the  District.  These  are  brought  in,  usually 
from  outside  the  District,  and  in  consequence  action  has  to  bo 
taken  under  the  provisions  both  of  the  Public  Health  and  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Acts,  It  is,  however,  difficult  to  bring  about 
a satisfactory  conclusion  having  in  mind,  that  the  occupiers  have 
no  other  accommodation  in  which  to  live. 


POOD 


Close  supervision  continues  to  be  maintained  where 
premises  are  used  for  the  sale,  preparation  or  storage  of  food. 

The  Council  has  adopted  byelaws  for  socurin.g  the 
observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  practices  and  conditions  in 
connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  andi  delivery  of  food  and 
the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 

There  were  seven  hundred  and  sixty  inspections  made  of 
food  premises,  as  follows 
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Public  Houses  

Hestauranct  & Cafes 

Cotnteens 

Shops  * 

Ice-Cream  premises 
Warehouses  & Depots 

Dairy 

Bakery  


95 

59 

41 

467 

52 

14 

29 

25 


760 


In  forty-eight  cases  it  v/as  necessary  to  serve  notice  in 
respect  of  defects. 

Much  activity  was  experienced  in  the  provision  of 
washing-up  appliances  in  xJiiblic  houses,  restaurants  and  canteens  and 
in  the  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  behind  bars  and  suitable- 
accommodation  in  restaurants  and  canteens. 

The  Catering  Trade  iforking  Party  set  u^n  by  the 
Government  reported  on  hygiene  in  catering  establishments  during 
the  year  and  it  is  expected  that  further  legislation  vi/ill  be  made 
to  cover  the  many  x^oints  reported  Tapoti  by  the  Couiiittee, 

(ii)  Slaughterhouses. 

None  of  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  is  used 
other  than  for  slaughtering  pigs  for  private  use.  Ifony  of  those 
carcasses  v\/ere  inspected  on  request. 

(iii)  Unsound  Food. 

The  amount  of  food  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  the  year  is  set  out  in  Appendix  "A"  of 
this  report.  In  every  case  where  c::.ndemned  foods  can  be  used  for 
animal  feeding  it  is  done. 

It  was  necessary  during  the  x^Qj^iod  under  review  to 
take  up  with  the  Ministry  of  Pood  the  question  of  the  very  largo 
quantity  of  tinned  ham  found  to  bo  unsound, in  the  district.  The 
Ministry  replied  that  they  are  taking  up  the  matter  vi/itli  the. 
exporting  countries  concerned. 

It  Y'is.s  also  pointed  out  that  some  of  the  detofibration 
might  be  due  to  bad.  storage  in  this  country  or  to  the  length  of  time 
the  tins  had  been  in  store.  It  is  observed,  however,  during 
inspection  by.  off icers  of, the  Department  that  the  tinning  of  cans 
in  many  cases  is  poor  and  consequently  deterioration  of  the  cans 
takes  place  which  brings  about  decomposition  of  the  contents. 
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( iv)  Tho  Storage,  Transport  and  Handling  of  Moat. 


ThG  Council  again  took  up  with  tho  Ministry  of  Food  tho 
question  of  storage,  transport  and  handling  of  racat.  During  the 
year  a large  amount  of  meat  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption!  this  condition  being  due  to  bone  taint,  and.  is 
brought  about  either  by  it  having  been  insufficiently  cooled  before 
transport  or  it  having  been  transported  in  unsatisfactory  cond.it ions. 

The  Council  requested  the  Ministry  to  give  consideration 
to  this  matter  with  the  view  to  improvements  being  brought  about, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  method  of  cooling  the  carcasses  and 
of  transporting  them  in  vans  provided  v/ith  hanging  rails. 

The  Ministry,  however,  replied  that  it  was  satisfied 
with  the  conditions  both  appertaining  to  tho  slaughtering  and  the 
hanging  of  meat  at  the  slaughterhouses,  which  it  was  considered  to 
be  well  above  the  average  for  slaughterhouses,  and  that  the  meat  is 
handled  by  experienced  slaughtermen  who  are  very  conscientious  in 
their  duties  and  turn  out  all  meat  and  offals  in  a clean  condition. 
Bone  taint,  however,  continues,  with  the  consequent  condemnation  of 
comparatively  large  quantities  of  English  beef  and  the  position  is 
most  unsatisfactory, 

(v)  Supply  of  Wrapping  paper. 

The  %ping  and  District  Grocers  Association  state  that 
they  are  experiencing  a difficulty  in  obtaining  grease-]proof  paper 
and  wrapx^ing  paper  and  in  consequence  it  was  very  difficult  for  the 
trade  to  comply  with  the  Council's  byelaws.  The  Council  suggested 
that  this  should  be  raised  by  the  CoiTimittee  with  their  own  National 
Federation  of  Grocers, 


MILK. 


( Milk  Supply. 


The  milk  supply  in  the  District  is  considered  to  be  of  a 
very  satisfactory  nature,  the  whole  of  which  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review  is  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised,  milk. 

The  milk  supplied  by  the  various  retailers  in  the 
District  is  as  follows 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
Pasteurised  milk  »•••• 

Sterlised  milk 
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10 

9 

9 


(ii)  Samples. 

Tv/enty-seven  samples  wore  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  to  either  the  Coliforrn,  Iviethylene  Blue,  Plato  Count 
or,  in  the  case  of  pasteurise  I milk  to  the  Phosxohatase  Tests  j 
of  those,  twenty-five  y/ere  reported  to  be  satisfactory  and 
two  v/ere  unsatisfactory:  one  pasteurised  milk  being  found 
insufficiently  heat-treated  and  the  other  having  a opiate  count 
of  over  one  million  bacteria  i^or  millilitre, 

(iii)  Tubercular  milk. 

The  Council  v;ore  notified  during  the  year  of  two  'cases 
of  animals  giving  tubercular  milk  and  the  milk  vi/as  being  retailed 
in  the  area.  Action  was  taken  by  the  Department  and  as  a result 
arrangements  were  made  for  each  of  the  sup-plies  to  be  changed  to 
pasteurised  milk  and  these  arrangements  continue. 


C^OTEENS. 


(1)  School. 

periodical  inspoections  are  made  of  school  canteens, 
especially  at  the  time  that  the  meals  arc  talcen.  Advice  is 
given  as  to  the  precautions  to  bo  taken  a.gainst  contamination. 
The  closest  co-ox^erat  ion  exists  bet'ween  the  department  3.nd 
those  engaged  in  dealing  with  meals  for  school  children. 

(2)  Factory. 

Many  of  the  factories  in  the  district  now  have  their 
own  canteens  and  canteens  are  , also  x^rovided  for  the  building 
workers  in  the  new  town  area.  These  are  kepot  under  review  in 
an  endeavour  to  bring  about  the  highest  standards  in  the 
Xoreparat ton  and  the  serving  of  food.  In  some  instances  it  was 
necessary  to  write  to  the  L'C^rson  having  control  in  res’pect  of 
defects  found. 


ICE-CREMi. 


There  are  two  premises  in  the  are  in  y/hich  ice-cream 
is  manufactured  and  sold.  These  arc  kex^t  under  constant 
Supervision. 

There  are  fifty- t'wo  "premises  registers  d ' for  the 
storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  a.nd  the  dealers  are  encouraged 
to  sell  wrax')ped  ice-cream  only. 


17 


Porty-throG  samples  of  icG-croam  'vvore  taken  luring  the 
year  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  anl  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  reaction  test,  with  the  following  results 


Manufactured, 
Within  Outside 

the  area.  the  area. 


Ministry  of  Health 

II  II  It 

II  II  II 

I!  II  II 


's  Pro%?isional  G-rade  I, 
’•  ” II. 

” ” III. 

” " IV. 


7 

3 

1 


14 

11 

3 

4 


11  32 


DRiilNAGE. 


A scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Surveyor  of  the 
Council  for  the  sewerage  of  the  larish  of  Sheering,  The 
existing  unsatisfactory  drainage  an,:  sewage  lispoaal  for  the 
village  have  been  the  subject  of  many  reports  presented  to  you, 
the  first  which  I presented  being  in  1927,  and  have  boon 
referred  to  each  year  in  my  annual  report.  It  is  hoped  therefore 
that  on  this  occasion  the  scheme  will  be  axoprovod  a.nd  the  vi/ork 
commenced  at  an  early  date. 

During  the  year  reports  have  also  submitted  relating 
to  unsatisfactory  drainage  conditions  in  the  following  areas 

1.  Ux-^per  Nazeing,  Broadley  Common  and  north  of  Hamlet 
Hill  and  Old  House  Lane  areas,  which  are  situ.-ited 
in  the  parishes  of  Nazeing  and  Roydon. 

2,  Poster  Street,  Mill  Street  and  Hastingwood  areas, 
in  the  ’pasdshesof  Harlow  and  North  'Weald, 

The  Council  agreed  in  principle  to  make  provisions 
for  the  sevi/ering  of  these  areas  and  instructions  were  given  for 
schemes  to  be  pre'pared. 

Sight  new  connections  were  made  to  the  sevi/er  from 
existing  properties,  six  of  v/hich  v/ere  conversion  from  the 
conservancy  to  the  water  carriage  system  and  two  were  from  cesspools. 

Seventeen  new  x’^t’ivately  built  houses  were  a.lso  connected 
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to  the  sewer.  In  the  Harlow  New  Tovm  area  six  hunlred  and 
twenty-two  flats  and  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewerage 
system. 


Sewerage  works  carried  out  during  the  year  were 
as  follows 

Extension  of  sev/er  to  servo  six  hungalows  at 
Vicarage  Lane,  North  Weald;  extension  of  sewers 
at  Hoe  Lane,  Nazeing  to  serve  seventy-eight 
properties;  axopiroximately  tv/enty-five  miles  of 
sewers  at  Harlo-vv  New  Town, 

The  Council  undertake  the  errriptying  of  p^ail  closets 
and  cesspools  in  certain  areas  In  the  district. 


WiiTER. 


The  Water  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  District  are 
the  Herts  & Essex  Waterworks  Company  Limited,  the  water  Ueing 
derived  from  wells,  one  at  SoovUridgewcrth  and  one  at  Roydon, 
both  of  which  are  approximately  200  feet  deep.  Arrangements 
are  being  made  by  the  Harlov/  Dovoloxoraont  Corporation  to  o.cquiro 
other  sources  and  will  in  due  course  sux^x'^ly  water  to  this 
Company  in  bulk  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  new  town  of  Harlow, 

( i)  Samples. 

Samples  are  taken  throughout  the  yea.r  both  by  the 
Water  Company  o-nd  by  my  Department  and  submitted  both  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination.  The  results  of 
these  show  that  the  v/ater  though  hard  is  of  a high  standard 
of  chemical  quality  and  bacterial  x^urity,  and  is  consistent 
with  a wholes'Orae  water  suitable  for  x^^dblic  suxToly  x'lerxaoses. 

During  the  year  there  were  ten  sar.g)les  of  raw  water 
from  the  main  supply  submitted .for  bacteriological  examination 
and  six  after  treatment.  The  results  of  two  of  those  samples, 
one  bacteriological  and  one  chemical  were  as  follows 

(a)  Before  Treatment  Bactertolo]jiGa_l  Examination, 

Date:  4,6.51,  , Taken  from:  Aerating  Eountain,  Pumping 
Station,  Sawbridgeworth, 

No,  of  Colonies  1 day  at  37°C,  2 days  at  37°C,  3 'days  at 

developing  on  Agar,  12  x^e^r  ml.  l6  x^er  ml,  20°C, 

300  x)G^  ml. 
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Present  in. 

Absent  from. 

Probable  No, 

Presurirptive  Coli- 

aerogenes  reaction. 

- ml. 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Bact.Coli  (Type  l). 

- ml. 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml, 

Cl.welchii  Reaction, 

- ml. 

100  ml. 

This  sample  has  slight  opalescence  hut  the  'turbidity  is 
not  marked.  The  bacteria  counts  are  slightly  greater  than  normally 
recorled  but  they  are  in  no  vi/ay  excessive  and,  in  the  absence  of 
organisms  of  the  Coli-aerogenes  group,  there  is  no  evidence  of 
dangerous  contamination.  Apart  from  the  objection  that  it  is  not 
quite  clear  and  bright  in  app)earance  the  v/ater  is  considered 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supp  ly  purposes. 


( b ) Before  Treatment  Chemical  and  Bacjt e r io_]^ gical 
Examination, 


Date;  9. 10. 51.  Taken  from;  Aerating  Fountain  Pumping 
Station,  Harlow, 

4 

Chemical  results  exprcssel  in  parts 

per  million. 

Appearance;  Very  faint  opalescence  with  a few  particles  of  iron 
oxide. 


Turbidity; 

Odour; 

Colour; 

Taste; 


Less  than  3« 

Faint  sulphretted  hy.Irogen, 
Filtered;  Nil. 

Normal. 

3.  Free  Carbon  Dioxide; 


"7 
/ o 
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Electric  Conductivity;  680,  Alkalinity  as  Ca  CO^;  300 


Ca 

“g 

Na 

003:  SO^ 

Cl 

NO3 

SiOg 

i 

t 

105 

24,8 

20 

180 ; 69 

26 

0.0 

28 

Hypofnetical  Combinations 

I 

1 

105 

153, 

CalciuTii  Carbonate  

263  1 

8.9 

22 ' 

Magnes  ium  " . 

31 

15.9 

i 63 

iviagnesium  Sulphate  

79 

3 

i 6 

Sodium  " 

9 ! 

17 

1 

26 

Sodium  Chloride 

43  1 

28 

Silica  

28  j 

Difference 

22  1 

Total 

i 

solid  constituents  dried  at  180'^C,  ' 

475  1 

20 


Hardness  - Total:  t 3^5  Carljonato:  ^00  Non-carHonate:  65 

Nitrate  Nitrogen:  0.0  Nitrite  Nitrogen:  Less  than  0,01 

Anviioniacal  Nitrogen:  0.12  Oxygen  Absorbed:  0.25 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen;  0,000 

Metals:  Iron:  loss  than  0,03  Other  metals  absent. 

Fluoride  (P)  0,7 


+ Calculated  from  the  calciui'n  & magnesium 
contents. 

Bacteriolocgical  results. 


No.  of  Colonies  1 day  at  37°C.  2 


developing  on  Agar.  0 

Present  in. 

Presumptive  Coli- 
aerogenes  Eeaction  ..  - ml, 

Bact.  Coli  (lype  l)  ..  - ml. 

Cl.vi/elchii  Eeaction  ,,  - ml. 


days  at  37° C 
0 

Absent  from, 

100  ml, 
100  ml, 
100  ml. 


3 days  at  20°C. 

0 

probable  No. 

0 per  100  ml 
0 per  100  ml 


This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  in  appearance 
and  free  from  metals  apoart  from  a negligible  trace  of  iron. 

The  water  is  neutral  in  reaction^  very  hard  in  character 
though  not  excessively  so  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  salinity 
or  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  the  highest 
standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  p)urity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a -pure  and  v\/holesome 
water  suitable  for  public  supp)ly  r)uiposes.  Softening  vi/ould  be 
advantageous, 

(ii)  Extensions. 

Extensions  during  the  year  have  boon  carried  out  by  the 
Water  Company  as  folloY/s:- 

31rn.  4 in,  6 in,  9in»  12 in,  Tot.al  yards. 


Harlow  898  3007  3938  l/h  735  8753 

Theydon  Bois  ..  - 101  - - - 101 


898  31O8  3938  175  755  8854 


The  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the  District  is  now 
6626,  Ninety-three  are  houses  that  have  not  a main  supply  of 
Vi/ator,  The  details  are  sot  out  in  the  follov/ing  table; - 
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Total 

Main 

Estim- 

Main 

Estima- 

Vfolls 

& Esti- 

parish. 

No.  of 

Supply 

ated 

Supply 

ted 

Sprinj 

2S,  mated 

Houses. 

to 

Pop;ula- 

Stand- 

Popula- 

Punrp, 

popu- 

House 

t ion. 

pipe. 

tion. 

etc. 

lat ion. 

Epping  Upland  ... 

197 

14-6 

511 

28 

98 

23 

80 

Parndon 

208 

174 

609 

33 

115 

1 

3 

Harlow 

2149 

2095 

7332 

43 

150 

11 

38 

Magdalen  Laver  . . 

82 

75 

262 

- 

- 

7 

24 

Matching  

187 

179 

626 

5 

17 

3 

10 

Nazeing  

784 

722 

2527 

48 

168 

14- 

49 

Nettesv/ell 

264 

256 

896 

2 

7 

6 

21 

North  rteald  

742 

721 

2523 

21 

73 

- 

- 

Roydon  

725 

629 

2201 

75 

262 

21 

73 

Sheering  ........ 

338 

274 

959 

57 

199 

7 

24 

Theydon  Bo  is  .... 

899 

897 

3139 

2 

7 

- 

- 

Theydon  Gar non  . . 

51 

49 

171 

2 

7 

•• 

6626 

6217 

21756 

316 

1103 

93 

322 

T A 

Estimated  population  is  based  on  approximately  ^ persons 
per  occupied  dv;olling. 

(iii)  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and 
V/ater  Act,  1945. 

During  the  year  the  Council  authorised  proceedings  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193^,  and  the  Water  ^ict, 
1945,  relating  to  the  carrying  of  v/ater  in  into  houses  and 

this  policy  has  been  actively  pursued. 

There  is  difficulty,  however,  regarding  the  maximum 
amount,  namely,  £20  joer  xoroperty,  for  which  the  owner  is  responsible. 
This  may  have  boon  a reasonable  figure  at  the  time  the  Public  Health 
Act  was  passed,  but  owing  to  the  large  increase  of  the  cost  of 
materials  and  labour  it  is  felt  that  it  is  now  insufficient.  It  may, 
therefore,  not  be  possible  to  get  the  desired  cjneections  carried  out 
to  certain  properties  where  the  distance  from  the  main  suirply  of 
water  is  found  to  be  so  far  as  to  prohibit  the  work  from  being 
proceeded  with,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  legal  charges  v/ould  be 
exceeded. 


In  thirty-three  instances  preliminary  notices  were 
served  ux:>on  owners  of  property  to  provide  a ipipcl  su-pply  v/ater 
inside  houses  in  order  to  conform  with  the  afore-raontioned  Acts. 

In  nine  cases  during  the  year  matters  relating  to  the 
discolouration  of  water  and  insufficiency  of  supply  were  taken  up 
with  the  Water  Com]_:)any. 
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SCHOOLS 

INSFdJCTION  OF  SCHOOL  PRHMISHS 


The  inspection  of  school  promises  and  hygienic  condition 
of  schools  are  dealt  with  and  inspections  are  made  from  time  to 
time.  This  includes  the  school  premises  and  the  canteens  in 
which  school  meals  are  served.  There  is  co-operation  hetwcen 
the  Education  Authorities  and  the  Local  Health  Authorities  in 
these  matters  and  a cons idorahle  amount  of  v/ork  has  loeen  carried, 
out  during  the  year. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


The  Council  has  in  operation  a con-ip rehens ive  scheme 
for  the  collection  of  refuse  and  it  is  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping.  These  methods  are  entirely  satisfactory. 


PROVISION  OF  DUSTBINS. 


The  Council  has  adopted  subsection  3 section  75 
of  the  Public  Health  iict,  1936,  which  enables  them  to  provide 
dustbins  to  x-'roperties  and  make  an  annual  charge.  By  this 
adoption  the  provision  of  dustbins  is  dealt  with  satisfactorily 
and  obviates  the  necessity  of  considering  Y/hether  notices  should 
be  served  either  upon  the  owner  or  the  occupier. 


PRSVSNTION  OF  D.iiVflGE  BY  PE.STS. 


The  statutory  duty  of  enforcing  the  x^j^ovisions  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  .s.ctj  1949,  ts  fully  implemented 
and  a whole-time  rodent  o-perative  is  employed.  There  is 
co-operation  existing  in  respect  of  the  work  to  be  carried  out 
with  the  County  Agricultural  Committee  and  by  a working 
arrangement  the  Committee  carries  out  disinfestation  of  fajrms 
and  horticultural  premises.  The  initial  insxoections  however  to 
ascertain  the  existence  of  infestations  are  carried  out  by  the 
Council's  operative, 

A Vforkable  Area  Committee  as  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has  been  set  up)  which  consists  of 
members  of  the  Eipping  Urban  and  Ongar  Nural  District  Councils 
and  this  Council.  The  p:)urpose  of  this  Committee  is  to  discuss 
any  matter  of  infestation  on  the  boundaries  of  each  district. 
The  Comimittee,  however,  has  not  yet  met. 
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The  work  carrieJ.  out  daring  the  year  is  as  follows 


Numher  of  properties  inspected  470 

Number  of  inspections  male 1975 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be 

infested  fa)  rats 287 

(b)  mice  only  11 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated 

by  the  Council  166 


Number  of  infested  properties  referred 
to  the  Agricultural  Executive  ConuTiittoe  132 


PADT  CRIES. 


( i)  General, 


In  addition  to  the  public  health  vi/ork  relating;  to 
factories  matters  in  connection  with  the  issuing  of  the  certificates 
under  section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  are  also  dealt  with  by 
the  Department,  This  section  deals  with  moans  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire  in  every  factory  and  much  work  has  been  carried  out  in  this 
connection,  especially  in  the  industrial  ar'eas  of  the  Harlov;  New  Tov/n. 

Consideration  has  also  been  given  to  matters  arising  under 
the  provision  of  the  Factories  and  retroleum  Acts  regarding  the 
storage  and  use  of  certain  ■otroleum  mixtures  used  in  industry  having 
a flash-xeoint  rendering  them  subject  to  existing  legislation, 

(ii)  Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  & 1948. 

1,  Inspections  for*  pui^poses  of  provisions  as  to  heodth. 


I 

Premises, 

1. 

No,  on 
Register, 

3. 

No,  of 
inspec- 
tions, 
b-t 

No,  of 
Written 
Notices, 

5. 

No.  6f  \ 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

6, 

( i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

( ii)Pactories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

46 

21 

Local  ^i-uthority  ,, 
(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Lo 

51 

cal 

45 

1 

Authority  (Excludi 
outv/orkers'  premis 

ag.  - 
es ) 

- 

- 

- 

Total; 

97 

66 

1 

- 

24 
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Cas.es  in  ■which  Defects  were  found, 


Nui'aber  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found# 

No,  of 

cases 

Part iculars. 

1. 

Pound 

3. 

Eerne- 

died. 

4. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Insptr. 

5. 

Referred 
by  HoM. 
I'nsptr, 

6» 

in 

which 

prose- 

cutions 

Y/ere 

insti- 

tuted. 

7. 

Want  of  cleanliness  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  terrporature  , , . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  vent ilation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences; - 

(a)  Insufficient  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ... 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
rela-bing  to  Outwork) 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL: 

2 

0 

1 

! ' ' ' 

0 

— 

3*  Outvjork.  (Sections  110  and  111) 

There  are  l6  outworkers  registered  for  ernployraent  in  the 
district  who  are  engaged  in  the  making  and  adapting  of  -wearing 
apparel,  brushes  and  flags.  Each  of  these  premises  is  periodically 
inspected. 


iiH-EjMDIX 

• COI^iDMATION  OF  DISZuiSED  UITSQUl'ID  POOD. 


Cvvts. 

qrs. 

Ihs. 

ozs. 

Fish  ffrosh)  

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Meat  (fresh)  ... 

• • • 

1 

1 • 

- 

- ' 

Canned  Luncheon  laeat 

• • • 

• • ♦ 

4 

2 

19 

11 

” Corned  Beef  , , , 

• • • 

• • » 

1 

7 

12 

Hb-Iii  • • • • « • 

• • • 

• • • 

14 

- 

14 

11 

” Meat  (miscelliineous 

• • • 

« • • 

1 • 

24 

8 

” Fish 

• 4>  • 

• • • 

25 

81 

” Milk  

« • • 

• • • 

2 

27 

8 

*’  Fruit 

• • • 

• • • 

20 

11 

'*  Vege  tables  ... 

• « • 

€ * » 

2 

5 

*’  Soup  

• • • 

• • 0 

3 

- 

” Sausages  . , , 

• • • 

• • 0 

1 

- 

CtlGGSG  <•••  •••  ••• 

• « • 

• • e 

3 

- 

Join#  ••  •••  •••  ••0 

« • 0 

• • • 

7 

7 

Coffee  

« • • 

• • • 

8 

i 

Total: 

! 

21 

2 

13 

9 

26 


< 


V 
* ' 


